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A woman is buried in an avalanche. Miners are trapped underground. A sailorâ€™s boat capsizes in

the ocean. A powerful tsunami sweeps people out to sea. Who will come to their rescue? And how

will rescuers reach them? Author Sandra Markle captures the nail-biting action and shows how

people use their brains, as well as their bravery, to rescue people in trouble all over the world.

Rounding out the stories is the technology behind the emergencies and the rescues, including how

the global positioning system works for locating victims, what the heart-lung machine does, and how

robots and sensors can detect people buried in earthquakes or other disasters. --This text refers to

the Paperback edition.
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Our grandson was 3 or 4 when we first checked this book out of the library. We adults were a bit

taken aback by the grimness of such stories as that of the frozen baby and the sailor trapped

beneath his boat. But our grandson took it all in stride. When a mining accident was in the news

again recently, he told me he wanted this book again, so I bought it for him. The story of the nine

trapped miners who were rescued in about five days is dramatic and hopeful. You can select which

parts of each story you read, skipping the more technical explanations with your 3-year-old. Now

that Jack is 5, we read it all. The book also includes 9-11, but focuses on the rescue robots. I found



it a good way to introduce that horrible subject to Jack. In general, the emphasis is on rescue and

medical aid to the victims, so it isn't disturbing, despite the terrible situations.Jack and I have always

favored the nonfiction section of our library. Fights the tendency to underestimate what children can

learn and understand.
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